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Belarus context

For almost three decades, Belarus has 
been a world champion in violating 
fundamental human rights, including the 
rights of workers for freedom of 
association. Belarus is mentioned among 
the 10 worst countries for workers.  
 
During the mass uprising of Belarusians 
against Lukashenko and his regime in 
2020, workers challenged the dictatorship 
with the threat of a general strike. The 
regime deployed outstanding repressions 
against the civil society, against the 
workers, against the unions.  
 
What more, Lukashenko dragged Belarus 
into the war backing another dictator, 
Putin against the people of Ukraine. And it 
was the Democratic organization of 
workers, the Belarusian Congress of 
Democratic trade unions who voiced the 
firm antiwar position of the Belarusian  

workers. The consequences were massive 
arrests and criminal accusations for trade 
union and workers’ leaders in April last 
year.  
 
Moreover, Belarus became a country 
without trade unions in July 2022 when 
all democratic trade unions were 
liquidated. We see that the  
dictatorship in Belarus does not stop 
repression against the civil society. Any 
activity is labelled as extremism and 
terrorism.  
 
50 comrades of ours are in prisons and 
labour colonies in Belarus, convicted of 
high treason, defamation of the state, 
participating and supporting extremist 
activities with terms of up to 15 years in 
prison. Among them are well known trade 
union figures, such as Aliaksandr 
Yarashuk – the chairperson of BKDP,
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