Belarus - a country without trade unions 

In 1991, workers established independent and free trade unions in Belarus. In 1993 they formed their own trade union centre, the Belarusian Congress of Democratic Trade Unions (BKDP), which united trade unions with a democratic governing framework. Since Lukashenko came to power in 1994, pressure on civil society has been increasing year by year. From 2000, ideologists were introduced into companies to control workers, and 95% of workers were moved to short-term work contracts. By 2020, only four democratic trade unions remained in the country: the Belarusian Independent Trade Union (BNP), the Belarusian Free Trade Union (SPB), the Free Trade Union of Metalworkers (SPM) and the Belarusian Trade Union of Radio-Electronic Industry Workers (REP). On the eve of mass protests in 2020 they were weakened and united only 10,000 workers. In August 2020 workers in protest massively began to leave the pro-government federation of trade unions and joined the trade unions of the BKDP. The number of the democratic trade union centre increased by 50% to 15,000 within a couple of months. This seriously frightened the regime. Union activists and leaders who had spoken during the protests were arrested and dismissed from the enterprises. Mass terror erupted in the country. After Lukashenko supported Russia in its military aggression against Ukraine in February 2022, the BKDP condemned the aggression and Belarus' participation in it. This led to mass detentions and the liquidation of the BKDP and its member trade unions. At the moment legal trade union activity is essentially banned in Belarus. The only legal organisation in this sphere is the Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus, which is managed by Lukashenko's administration. For the last two years thousands of people have been arrested under criminal articles, about 35,000 people have been sentenced under administrative articles. At the moment, 1,438 people are recognized as political prisoners in Belarus. Among them there are 37 trade union activists of BKDP. About 200 thousand people left the country for fear of persecution. All this is happening now in a state of nine million people in the geographical centre of Europe.
